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The 19th Annual Meeting of the New-York City Maternal 
Association, was held in the Broadway Tabernacle, on Wed- 
nesday, 28th of Feb. 1838. The Rev. Messrs. Woodbridge 
and Duffield were present, by request, to open and address the 
meeting. Their addresses, we are happy to say, have since 
been published in the form of a tract. After the gentlemen 
withdrew, the Annual Report, as found on the succeeding 
pages, was read, and, by a resolution of the Board, was ordered 
to be printed. 
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» 
Tue Officers of this Association, while they bow with rev- _ 
erence before the Throne, humbled in view of their utter un- | 
worthiness, would open their Annual Report with a tribute Ofy 
eee and praise unto the “ King Bternal, Immortal 4 | 

















night?” inquires the friend of Zion every vihoraie Wewh oe : 
have the privilege of guarding a very small, retired porti : 
our Master’s Heritage, would lift up our voices and s 
morning cometh!” Yes, the ‘morning cometh ! | 
has been in darkness, but the night of her unbelief is. a 
spent,” and we perceive the dawn of faith slowly but sur 
dispelling its mists, as our children ery out in ‘ours'Temp 7 
te! ‘ Hosanna to the Son of David ! !” Tf Mothers in. Israel a 5h 


praise.” * satan ee 3 

If encouragement were wanting to strengthen. our fai ie 
“the seasedling great and precious promises,” we have he ; 
presented in the joyful intelligence of various repo ow befor 
us. They come full of “glad tidings 2 tidings’ ex e: 
joy in Heaven; and when Angels tune their ca 
not our harps tiie upon the willow ! ‘Two Assoc oe 
been added to our number during the past year, and . | 
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ate heat with it a savor of goodthings. It comes over the mind 

_ like the perfumed breeze of a summer evening, (fresh from His 

~ hand who holds the wind in His fist ,) refreshing the soul with 

Heavenly odour. And here we desire to leave a record of our 

Father’s goodness, in suffering some of his most unworthy 

children (an associated band of mothers) to meet together in 

His name, and enjoy a sweet season of refreshment from His 

: vm presence! Ifthe votaries of fashion, who in spiritual blindness 

dedicate their children to the god of ¢his world, the god that 
leads them on through life— 


:? : ‘A chase of idle hopes and fetes, 
Po Begun in folly, clos’d in tears; ” 


if they would pause a moment at the place where Jesus is 
» within, sit under His banner of love, and listen to his sweet 
Y. ~ invitation, “ Come unto me, and suffer little children. to come,” 
 they_ would never return to the beggarly elements they are 
es accustomed to feed on! 
_ Our beloved Directress, who took her seat at the > appointed 
+A epi a an assembly of waiting mothers, proposed that we 
as ~ should first lift up, our hearts to God in silent prayer; after 
er h she directed our attention to the fifty-first Psalm. We 
trust the spirit of deep contrition which characterises this 
t touching confession of the Royal Penitent, shed its influence 
over our hearts, and that we were all made to feel that we had 


























ii ev i ‘lin his sight! Mrs. fe then read the account given 
& by St. Matthew of the Mother who came to our Saviour, wor- 
___ shipping, and desiring a certain thing of him. His kind in- 
_ quiry of this Mother was, “ What wilt thou?” “ Jesus,” said 
4 she, “is in the midst of us to- day, asking each one “ What 
- wilt t thou?”  “ What is thy petition, and what the desire of 
oad eart?” “Let us come and lay our wants before the 

Lor d let us be agreed touching the things we ask.” | Jesus 
: + is here’ nd. says, ‘What wilt thou?” “ My eldest son,” said 
“st one present, « has just commenced. his studies in the ministry, 
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and my prayer to-day is, that he may be kept through grace 
from the temptations of the world, and continue steadfast in the 
faith.” This request was peculiarly interesting to those who 
had the privilege of knowing the father of the youthful candi- 
date. We pray that the mantle of H— (wrought by 
the Spirit in the beauty of holinéss) may fall upon -his son ! 
Another mother asked prayers for ¢wo sons, also preparing for 
the ministry; and a third, for one son, pursuing the same 
course of studies. We united in laying all these petitions at 
the feet of our Heavenly Father. . One of our much loved sister 
members, prevented by an afflictive but all-merciful Provi- 
dence from meeting with us, sent a request that her little 
daughter might be remembered in our prayers. It,had pleased 
a wise God to visit this dear child with sickness that seemed 
unto death. The mother’s prayer was, not that she might be 
restored to health, but that her tender, helpless lamb might be 
borne through the dark valley in the arms of Israel’s Shepherd ; 
and that she might be enabled, through his strength, to leave 
an evidence behind her of grace shed abroad in her young 
heart! We desire to bless the Hearer of prayer for ‘answering 
us according to our petition. We learn .that this sweet child, 

in her last moments, discovered the graces of the mature 








Christian! She was perfected through much suffering, and the — 
last articulate sentence she uttered was, “ Let patience have 


its perfect work.” Before we separated, our Directress com- 
mended to our efforts and prayers the interests of Maternal As- 
sociations, reminding us of the importance of attending our re- 
spective meetings with punctuality, and of engaging in mater-— 
nal duties with the whole heart, in order to secure the blessing. 

At three o’clock, P. M. we came together again with our 
children; when we had an interesting address from the Rev. 


Dr. Patton, well calculated to awaken the attention and affect 


the heart of his young auditors. | ei 


The spiritual state of our Associations will be seen in the © 


extracts from their respective Reports. Of these we have re- 


ceived thirteen ; and, did our limits permit, it would give us 


pleasure to transcribe them word for word. _—" 
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bis “(We feel,” says one, “that we owe it to the blessing of God on 
Maternal Associations that multitudes, who had long slumbered 

over forgotten obligations, and who, in the infant years of 

their children, sought only the welfare of the body, have been 

| made to feel and deplore their neglect of the soul; while others, 
: just entering this field of labor, are sowing diligently the 
precious decd, humbly but:confidently expecting that influence 

of the Spirit which alone secures the blessing.” The same 
Secretary, in speaking of her own Association, says—“ We are 
more and more impressed with the value of this instrumentality 

to quicken us in our daily duties. Our hearts have been more 
closely drawn together by having been called to sympathise 
with each other under the afflicting hand of our Heavenly 
Father. 'T'wo of the lambs of the fold have been removed from 

+ the little company accustomed to meet quarterly to pray and 
"sing praises to that Saviour whose expressions of love to child- 
7 ren were often listened to with deep interest. One was taken 

. - suddenly*away a few days after one of these meetings, at 
J ‘which she was present, and gave evidence of a conscientious 
ae thoughtfulness. The other was one of the earliest members of 
our infant circle, and is associated with our tenderest recollec- 

: . Her parents bless God, that in the very bud of her being, 

t. they were permitted to consecrate her to him, and to make it 
a , daily and unceasing object during her short life, to labor 
or her spiritual welfare. They rejoice in God’s faithfulness 

to His promises ; and while they feel that their efforts were all 
_- jmperfect, and but for His grace would have been utterly un- 
é ft availing they are comforted in the belief that she was early 
taken into the arms of the kind Shepherd, and is now joining 
- the song of praise to God and the Lamb. They believe this, 
because she loved the Bible, and the instructions which were 
given her day by day from its sacred pages, and in the Sabbath 
School»and in the Sanctuary. She loved its precepts, and 

* made ither study to obey them ; and this was manifested bya 
conscientious regard to her parents’ wishes, a love of truth,and 
one _a sacred observance of the Sabbath; making it her delight to 
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keep it holy, and laying aside every thing of a worldly nature. 
Her serious deportment in the house of God, and the attention 
which she gave to the truth, were marked by others as indica- 
ting a love for the word not often apparent in one so young. 
But it was during six months of most distressing illness that 
this dear child exhibited such patience and sweet submission, 
and humble trust in the Saviour,as could not but strengthen the 
confidence that she was truly born of God. Her distrust of 
herself, and trembling hope, which at length became an unwa- 
vering reliance on Jesus, were delightful features in her piety ; 
and we doubt not that He who does not break the bruised reed, 
took up His dwelling in her heart, and went with her through 
the dark valley of death. She loved to think and talk of Him 
as the good Shepherd. Her favorite chapters were from the 
10th to the 17th of John inclusive, especially the 14th. She 
had many favorite hymns. “ Rock of Ages” was one, and the 
last she tried to sing—‘ Jerusalem my happy home,” was an- 
other that she was very fond of. Others were, “ Il saw one hang- 
ing ona tree, In agony and blood,” “Jesus, lover of my soul,” 
and “How sweet the name of Jesus sounds.” Her Testament, 
which had been her constant companion, she gave with her 
dying hands to her little sister as a precious treasure. ‘This 
sweet child was Sarah Lanman Bull, who was seven years old 
the 18th of August last, and died 3d of November. 'T'wo of 
the early members of this Association have recently professed 
their faith in Christ, and devoted themselves to his service, one 
of whom has it in contemplation to enter the ministry if he 
should live to a suitable age. # : 
In addition to what is here said of little Sarah, we have been 
favored with the perusal of a few lines relative to this dear 
child from the pen of one who knew her best, and was the 
honored instrument of training her, under the Spirit’s guidance, 
for Heaven. When I think, says her mother, of all the evi- 
dence she gave of meetness for the society of Heaven, I long 
for that strong faith which can pierce the veil, and behold her 
a delighted cherub, worshipping at the feet of her Saviour, and 
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singing that song which will never end. © “In vain my fancy 
strives to paint ” her rapture—poor miserable self is too often 
uppermost, and my loss felt more sensibly than her gain. But 
when I call to mind the patience and the unearthly submission 
with which she bore all her pains and sorrows, my heart is filled 
with gratitude and praise. I was comforted by every conver- 
sation I had with her; and although such were her elevated 
views of the Christian character, and her humility and distrust 
of herself, I think she might, had she been asked the question 
directly, “Do you think you are a Christian?” have said, “1 
am afraid not.” Still, when asked whether she loved the Sa- 
viour, she generally said, “I hope so”— sometimes, “I think I 
do.” At onetime she said, in reply to me, “I think I love him 
alittle, but Pm afraid I don’t love him enough.” When she 
spoke of her past life and the sinfulness of it, she invariably 
said she loved to keep the commands of her Saviour, and she 
seemed to think 1t would bea privilege to serve Him as long as 
she lived. Her love and reverence for the holy Sabbath is to 
me one of the most precious evidences of her preparation for 
Heaven. Even in her sickness, to the very last Sabbath of her 
life, she wished every thing different on that day from what we 
did on other days. While she could walk, her physician wished 
her to exercise every day, but it seemed to be a sad trial to her 
to go out either to ride or walk on the Sabbath. I remember 
the last time she went we were obliged to tell her it was her duty 
to go. I feel asif she was taught by the Spirit, and her heart 
inclined to do right, by His holy and blessed influences. -She 
acted from principle, and would ask if such acourse was right 
and the other wrong, and the Lord seemed to incline her heart 
to choose the right. She not only loved her parents, but loved 
to obey them, and they could trust her when absent from them, 
because she had the fear of God before her eyes. She felt very 


"deeply her responsibility as the eldest daughter. Oh! may 


her sisters follow her example, and be ready to join her in those 
sweet anthems of praise in which she is engaged. 
One report before us commences with an extract from the 
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pen of the late Mrs. Dwight,* “now a glorified spirit.” The au- 
tumn winds have comé@, and whistled their farewell moan to an- 
other season! Yea, the whole year hath fled forever, and here 
we stand upon the beginning of a new one, the monuments of 
Sovereign mercy ; altogether ignorant of the scenes it will dis- 
close, and whether it is preenant with joy or wo! Oh! let us 
stand, having our loins girded, and our lamps trimmed and 
burning, ready for the coming of our Lord. Let our hope be 
as an anchor to the soul, sure and steadfast ; then will our hearts 
remain tranquil and serene, though the storms of adversity 
should do their worst. The heart which dictated these pa- 
thetic lines, this time last year was in health, and looking for- 
ward to a period which only female fortitude could anticipate 
with composure. 'The babe and the mother have gone to be 
with their Saviour. Mrs. Dwight’s letters have often been 
read with touching interest in our Association, and we trust 
that the influence of these communications will be permanent 
and lasting. ‘The same report adds—It is more than we dared 
to anticipate that another year should pass away, and not one 
should be missing from our circle—and yet it is so. Death 
has not been commissioned to enter our dwellings—not a 
mother has been bereaved—not a child written motherless 
since the formation of this Association. This fact calls for un- 
mingled thanksgiving and praise! We have observed with 
gratitude a growing interest in the object of these meetings. 
Our members feel it a privilege to meet with us, and a deeper 
solemnity pervades the hearts of mothers as their responsibili- 
ties are brought before their minds from time to time. Indeed, 
we think it cannot be otherwise. We meet here upon com- 
mon ground. We ourselves are apostate children of apostate 
parents, and we all have children whose hearts are naturally 
estranged from God; and our hopes—our fears—our joys are 
one; and we come together with a common interest, and pre- 
sent ourselves before our common Father. We do not dictate 
nor control—nor impose any fixed principles—but merely de- 
* Of Constantinople. 
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viseand suggest some general outlines for the mother to fill up 
at her own discretion in her family cirede and at her fireside. 

The dying testimony of Mrs. R of M in favor of 
Maternal Associations, has been echoed by Mrs. Dwight and 
hundreds of others; and as they have testified while on the 
banks of Jordan to the benefits of these blessed institutions, and 
have thrown their voices, as it were, back to us from the grave, 
to beseech us not to fail in prayer for our children, can we 
doubt that these institutions are blessed of God ; when, at such 
an awful moment, when Earth is receding and Heaven open- 
ing to their view, and as the last words linger on the dying lip, 
they exclaim in favor of Maternal Associations, and tell us that 
such meetings have been blessed to them ? 

Mrs. R was for eighteen years a member, and the cause 
was dear to her heart; she was never absent from the place 
of meeting, unless detained by illness; and when from any 
cause the other members were prevented from attending, she 
invariably spent the season in her closet, considering those 
hours as sacred to the spiritual interests of her children. Each 
of their birth-days was observed as a day of fasting and prayer. 
The knowledge of this had no small influence in restraining 
them from youthful follies; and when they might have yielded 
to the temptations of an ungodly world, the recollection of a 
mother’s prayers and tears were too strong to be resisted. May 
we not believe that the satisfaction she enjoyed for some years 
before her death, of sitting with all her dear children at the 
sacramental table, and hearing them make her covenant vows 
their own, was in answer to her unceasing and fervent plead- 
ings at the Throne of Grace ? 

There is another interesting testimony in favor of Maternal 
Associatious from our beloved Missionaries, who, with their 
dying breath commend their children to their watch and care. 
Mr. Goodell, in speaking of Mrs. Dwight, says, it was a source 
of peculiar pleasure to her that the Maternal Associations in 
America felt so deep an interest in the children of the Mission- 
aries, and she thought a Missionary mother might now feel 
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sure that her children, if left motherless in a strange land, would 
find faithful and affectionate friends among the mothers in the 
sweet home of her youth ; and should our departed sister look 
into the golden censor in the hands of our Great High Priest, 
which is filled with the prayers of all saints, may we not hope 
she will often have the pleasure of seeing prayers there from 
numerous Maternal Associations in America, going up with a 
great cloud of incense, in behalf of her own offspring? 'The 
last meeting she attended was the Maternal.Association of Con- 
stantinople. 

From another report we transcribe the following interesting 
facts :—‘‘ One mother has entered into her rest. She became 
a Christian, as we hope, soon after our church was organized 
in the neighborhood where she lived. But it was not till 
she joined the Maternal Association that she fully exemplified 
the Christian character. In her last illness her graces matured 
rapidly, and she not only resigned her orphan children with 
composure, but desired to depart.” 

When told she was dying, she exclaimed triumphantly, “I 
am ready, I am ready,” and spoke no more. 'T'wo of the 
lambs of our flock have also been called to the arms of the 
tender Shepherd. One of these, R. Reed, a lad of uncommon 
promise, though quite young, had commenced a course of study 
preparatory to the Gospel ministry. He was one of those for 
whom special prayer was offered at the semi-annual meeting 
eighteen months since, being then a subject of deep conviction 
ofsin, and the individual mentioned in our last report as having 
commenced study. His mother, at the time of presenting her 
request, remarked that he would probably that day decide the 
great question whether to embrace or reject the Saviour; and 
he did so. From that day forward his life seemed one conti- 
nued luminous scene, a beaming forth ofall the most lovely traits 
of Christian character. He was the pride, the light of his fa- 
mily, the joy of his pastor, and an object on which the eyes of 
the Church were resting with peculiar pleasure. His death 


was one of those dark and inscrutable movements of Divine 
c 
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Providence, which, while they fill our hearts with grief, compel 
us to bow in silent adoration of that wisdom which we cannot 
comprehend. He was at Andover, having obtained permission 
of his teacher to spend the 4th of July with a young friend in 
aneighboring town. ‘hey went together to bathe. His friend 
ventured beyond his depth, and was drowning. R. attempted 
to save him, and in his benevolent attempt lost his own life. 
Both found a watery grave. 

The other—our dear little Mary R., not quite five years old, 
was also suddenly and unexpectedly called away ; she died 
of scarlet fever on the 6th of December. She was, indeed, a 
sweet and fair bud of promise, beautifully unfolding, and fill- 
ing her parents’ hearts with joyful hope and expectation. Her 
uncommon amiableness and propriety of conduct were often 
the subject of remark ; and from her earliest infancy, to all who 
knew her she was an object of admiration and love. It was 
perhaps owing to this great natural loveliness that her parents 
had felt less solicitude about her spiritual state than for their 
other children ; and having seldom or never witnessed in her 
those developments of depravity so early and so commonly 
visible in children, they had scarcely sought for evidence of a 
renewed state. But daily Christian instruction, enforced by 
daily Christian example, was silently and deeply affecting the 
heart of this dear child, and preparing her for her great change. 
Since her death, many little incidents, which at the time of 
their occurrence passed almost unnoticed, have recurred to 
the recollection of her parents and other friends, which go to 
show that she was probably in a gracious state for a conside- 
rable time previous to her death. As, for instance, great care- 
fulness and conscientious punctuality in the performance of 
secret prayer, uneasiness, and even distress, when this had 
been omitted, grief when she thought she had done wrong, 
and a desire to hear and talk about Jesus Christ. After being 
placed in bed with her little adopted sister, she would say to 
her, “ Now do, dear Filiza, tell me about Jesus Christ.” These 
and many other similar facts, which, separately considered, 
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seem hardly worthy of remark, taken together may, we think, 
warrant the hope that the blessings of the covenant were seal- 
ed to her ; and that, ‘a plant of grace, she flourished for a brief 
moment here, only to be transplanted to a friendlier clime, 
where she shall bloom in perennial sweetness.” 

Let all who presume to limit the operations of the Holy 
Spirit, pause at this little grave, and “be not faithless, but be- 
lieving!” In a Report of an Association formed in November 
last, the Secretary says, “In connection with the interests of 
our children, we resolved, in accordance with the recommenda- 
tions of the City Association, to make impenitent. husbands 
and the domestics in our families, special objects of prayer at 
each meeting. As yet we have few external encouragements, 
though one case of interest might be stated. The prayers of 


the Association were requested in behalf of a young person, ~ 


(residing in the family of a member,) who had been for many 
years in a state of extreme darkness in reference to her spiritual 
state, apparently seeking, but finding no peace to a troubled 
spirit. We know not that we may consider the case a direct 
answer to prayer; but without.any other special means, light 
was communicated to that mind in a very few days, and she 
has since been encouraged to give herself away publicly to 
God.. At the organization of this new Association, formed 
under numerous discouraging circumstances, nine mothers 
were present, ready to pledge themselves to the constitution 
recommended by the City Association. One secretary states, 
that during the last year eight children of the Association 
have made a public profession of religion, and about the same 
number have recently obtained hope of their acceptance, or 
are inquiring what they must do to be saved.” 

‘This Report gives also a touching account of the sickness 
and death of an only son, who died of putrid sore throat at 
the age of six years. He was impressed with the idea that he 
could not live, and frequently said—-“I shall die—I ami so 
sick, I cannot live.” His mind was led to the contemplation 
of a Saviour by his pious parents, who had early devoted him 
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to God in baptism. When comparatively free from pain, he 
often spoke to his mother of his death; and always added, you 
must not ery. About four days before his death, he was asked 
“ Where do you think you shall go if you die ?”—After a short 
pause, he said—* I shall go to the bad place !—Do pray— 
where is my father? Why did not he pray before he went 
out?” Prayer was offered, but his mind became more con- 
cerned ; and he said, “ Is God angry with me because I do not 
pray when Iam so sick?” He was told that he might pray 
as he lay in his cradle, that Jesus loved little children when 
he was upon the earth, and still loves them ; that if he was sorry 
for his sins, and asked God from his heart to forgive him, his 
prayer would be heard. He offered several petitions as he lay 
in his cradle; but at length said,“ Mother, I want to kneel down 
and pray.” On being told he was too weak; “No,” (said he) 
“T can, if you will help me, and I want to pray once more.” 
He was assisted to kneel, and while the tears were streaming 
down his cheeks, he prayed most earnestly that God would 
forgive his sins. On the return of his father, he cried out with 
great earnestness as he opened the door, “ Father, pray, pray 
that God would forgive my sins and take me to Heaven.” 
“ When the Doctor comes,” (said he) “ do ask him to pray be- 
fore he looks in my mouth.” ‘This request was complied with. 
- Soon after this he became perfectly composed, and his only 
anxiety was lest his mother should grieve at losing him. 
On being asked, “ Are you afraid to die?” He replied, “ No, I 
love God, and want to go to Heaven.” On the question being 
repeated, he said “ What makes you ask me twice? I have 
told you that I love God; is it not wicked to be afraid to die ” 
His invariable petition was, that God would forgive his sins 
and take him to Heaven ; but never, during his sickness, did 
he express a wish to live. On the last evening of his ‘life, 
when evidently failing, he stretched out his limbs, and said 
with the utmost composure, ‘I am dying.” He was asked, 
“ Are you afraid to dienow ?” He again replied, “ No;” and in 
a few minutes ceased to breathe. Another Secretary says, 
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“Tn presenting our Annual Report, it becomes us to record, 
with unfeigned gratitude and deep humility, that in the midst 
of so many affecting proofs as have been exhibited the past 
year of the frailty and imperfection of man, and that riches 
make to themselves wings and fly away, yet our covenant 
keeping God remains unchangeably the same. His word still 
declares that not a sparrow falls to the ground without his 
knowledge, and that even the very hairs of our head are all 
numbered. We rejoice to say that not one of the circle of 
mothers and children belonging to our Association has the 
past year fallen a prey to the King of Terrors, and that a greater 
interest than usual has been manifested by the Sisters of the 
Church to sustain this Association.” 

Another—“ One sweet lamb has heen removed from our 

enclosure, we trust to the spiritual fold on high. Little M. 

was truly lovely in her life ; and in her last sickness, 
which was protracted and severe, grace shed over the precious 
sufferer a maturity of perception that is rarely seen in an adult 
in similar circumstances. 'The death-bed scene of this dear 
_ one has given such a vivid illustration of the importance of 
parental instruction as will not be effaced from the memory of 
those who witnessed her last hours. Her parents had the 
sweet privilege of moulding this immortal treasure, and car- 
rying it to the mercy-seat for seven years. 'Then the Hea- 
venly messenger came, and the loved one with her last breath 
assured the weeping mother that “ Jesus was precious, and 
that she left her happy in Him !” 

While with some of our Associations we rejoice to recog- 
nize that goodness which has spared them an unbroken circle, 
with others we are called to mourn. ‘“'The early death,” (says 
one) “of our Directress, Mrs. Krebbs, was indeed an afflictive | 
providence. She was taken away before we knew or appre- 
ciated all her worth. We mourned her asa friend and regretted 
her as a head, and we feared that without her we should dis- 
band. But, in compliance with the earnest and unanimous 
request of the associates, one of our members was prevailed 


“ - 
14 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE N. Y. 


upon to fill the vacant place, and our omen have been held 
regularly. 

Another says, “'T’'wo mothers of our number have been 
called to their long home in the past year ; both, we trust, were 
richly prepared. to enter the rest prepared for them; both left 
one child, each a daughter, between fourteen and fifteen years 
ofage. One of these was the first recorded on our minutes as 
a convert; the first-fruits of our united prayers. It is now 
three years since her conversion, and surely no one that was 
present can ever forget the meeting in which the happy mother 
(who is now rejoicing in glory,) related the experience of her 
little daughter ; would that all she said that.day had been re- 
corded. ‘The other child has not yet embraced the Saviour, 
but she has had seasons of conviction, and we trust her great 
loss will be sanctified to her: A number of children in our 


Association are ina very tender state of mind, and our Sab- — 


bath School has had some precious mercy-drops, One mem- 
ber has been called to rejoice over two of her little charge, 
hopefully converted to God; one,an adopted daughter, taken 
from a wicked father’s influence; and the other, her only son, 
twelve years old. This mother fully believed that children 
can be, and often are, renewed in very infancy. ‘Her son has 
been a consistent member of the church for nine months, 
While the little girl was giving ¢7mid evidence that she was 
born again, the hopes of her adopted mother were confirmed 
by hearing her burst forth in a most fervent and agonizing 
prayer for the conversion of her father. Our last quarterly 
meeting was one of more than usual interest, and we consi- 
der it a new era in our Association. We invited Sabbath 
School teachers and scholars to unite with us, a plan. which 
we venture to commend to all who have not already adopted it. 

One Report numbers sixty-seven mothers and one hundred 
and seventy-three children. 'The largest Association we be- 
lieve in the city. Much anxiety, says the Secretary, is felt in 
regard to the salvation of their souls by the children of the 
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Sabbath School, many of whom belong to the Association ; but 
no decided case of conversion has yet been reported. 

Another says, “Three years have passed since the formation 
of our Association, and in review we have come to acknowledge 
with gratitude the mercies. of our Heavenly Father in sparing 
us to labor for Him, and for the salvation of our children. Six 
little ones have been added to our number ; and five of our 
children, we have reason to believe, have been hopefully con- 
verted to God. We have much to encourage us to obey the 

injunction, ‘In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening 
- withhold not thy hand, for thou knowest not which shall pros- 

per, this or that, or whether both shall be alike good !” 

We trust our meetings have proved profitable to all who 
have attended them. Various subjects have been presented for 
discussion :—namely, “The importance of cultivating the 

affections.” “'The best method of instructing our children to 
keep the Sabbath.” “Influence of mothers in the choice of 
companions for their children,” &c. We here desire to ex- 
press our thanks to the Directress of our City Association, to 
whom we are indebted for unwearied kindness and indefati- 
gable labor, in sustaining and giving interest to our meetings 
until the present time.” Many Sister-Associations will cor- 
dially respond to this sentiment. We would not “give the 
creature the Creator’s due,” but bring our thank-offering upon 
this occasion to the footstool of Ais throne, from whom we 
have received so rich a blessing ! . 

From another Report we extract the following: “ Within 
the last two months our Church has been blessed with the 
presence of the Holy Spirit. The Heavenly Dove has been 
hovering over us, willing to light upon any heart prepared for 
his reception! Many, we trust, have ascended the mount, and 
witnessed the glory of the Saviour (transfigured before them) 
have cried out ‘It is good for us to be here.’. Our maternal 

Association has not been wholly passed by; but»we look in 
vain for that abundant fruit of the Spirit which the promises 
secure to those who wait in faith upon the Lord, by fasting 
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and prayer, without which this ‘hind goeth not forth !’ Ma- 
ny of our children have been Haae to feel, in some degree at 
least, the exceeding sinfulness of sin, and are softened to 
tears in view of a Saviour’s love ; for this we desire to bless 
the Lord! Of four, we think we can speak with confidence 
as having passed from death unto life. Among these, we re- 
joice to see in one young person (daughter of our Directress) 
the triumph of grace over the fascinations of the world. She 
has been made willing (as we trust) in the day of God’s power 
to leave all, and follow him who has revealed himself to her 
‘the chiefest among ten thousand and the one altogether 
lovely ?” . » 

‘We would also mention the interesting case of a little boy, 
who, soon after his attention was awakened to the subject of 
his soul’s interests, was laid upon a sick bed. His mind was 
in a sweet, peaceful frame ; and he frequently assured his anx- 
ious mother that he was willing to die. -She -asked him on 
one occasion, if there was any thing in particular which made 
him feel sure that he loved the Saviour? “ Because” (said he) 
“T feel a drawing towards Him.” He requested the prayers 
of the Church, that if it should please God in his providence, 
to raise him up, and if not, that he might be fitted for His pre- 
sence.” It has pleased a merciful God to restore him; and we 
feel a sweet assurance that he who has begun the good work, 


will cause this dawn of light within him to shine brighter and 


brighter until the perfect day ! * " 

Sader Secretary writes thus: “Thanks to a covenant- 
keeping God, who has not left us entirely without witness, 
And here we might appropriately copy from the minutes of a 
meeting held September 27th, the following :—When we last 
met, it was recorded thatall present appeared to feel the power 
of that living faith which takes hold of the promises, and to- 
day we were allowed the delightful evidence that our faith 
was not vain. One of our dear Sisters brought us the pre- 


cious intelligence that a daughter, forwhom she had long pray- 
ed, who had lived to become a wife and mother, without hope. 
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in Christ, had, since our last meeting, given her heart to God. 
This was truly soul-cheering j, and we would take courage, 
(with warmer zeal, with greater fervency of devotion waiting 
upon God,) concerning our impenitent children. The ‘seeds 
of religious instruction had doubtless been carefully sown in 
that heart. It had often been watered with tears of the tender=" 
est solicitude, and the sunshine of hope inthe promises of God 
had wakened up strong faith in the soul of that mother. | We 
see the result, and would take encouragement, believing , 
7 ' ar 
a . ‘s Tho’ seed lie buried long in dust 

, It sha’n’t deceive our hope ; 

The precious grain cannot be lost, _ 


* . \ For grace ensures the crop.”’ by dap 
>» 


© 


Our numbers, du ring the past year, have considerably increased, 
and our meetings have been peculiarly interesting. Seven of 
our children, (all except one under fifteen years of age) give 
recent evidence of a change of heart. For these things we 
would call upon our souls, andall within us, to bless Him who 
has listened to our cry and refreshed the souls of his servants, 

Here we close our extracts, and in view of these things what 
shall we say? “Tf God be for us, who can be against us ?” 
Just. twenty years ago this day, He, who can ‘turn the heart as 
the rivers of water are turned, called together a few Christian 


mothers from four churches in our city, to pray in concert for . 


their children ; and to devise measures for the more faithful ; 


discharge of their maternal obligations. ~ This first Association 


consisted. of only seven»members, with five of whom we have: 


the privilege of mingling our prayers at the present day, ae 


(two having fallen asleep, as we trust, in Jesus.) ' ‘hey con- * 
tinued to meet nearly a year before any were added to their 
umber. Have not we reason to thank our Heavenly Father 
for imparting to them ‘that strong faith by which they were 
enabled to persevere’? They were particular in adhering to 
“the recommendation annexed to the articles of our con stitution)” 
namely, “‘ That every mother shall observe the’ anniversary of 


* 


th m 4 


™~ tot 


eR _ 
“A - 





| sabe. aay : 

ne Oe ee ee 

“+ WA ew, 
* 3” anna abe 


* ‘s ‘prayer: :.The first birth-day hie occurred in this little cir~ 

cle was thus set apart. The nother spent the day in her * | 

, set, and He who seeth in a rewarded openly.. About 
~ months after, the daughter for whom she had prayed, publicly | 
dedicated herself to the service of her Creator. ‘The second e 
instance of a similar effort was in the ease of a son, and the 
he ame joyful results _are recorded to the glory and 4 of a 
; roger -hearing Goqs 
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. ed together. Now we count _ twenty-eight Association: 
ing from twelve to sixty in number. Surely it becomes us t 
* aha recognize the Lord’s hand, and to humble ourselves 
* as did atriarch. of old, when he said, “ On! God of ‘my 
~ fat and God of my fathorftangs not worthy 


the least of all thy mercies, and of all the t a 


os owed unto» thy servant ; for with my staf J 


Jordan, and now T am become two bands !” 

2 God of Jacob—this covenant-keeping God, is ono E 
ee yesterday, to- day, and for éver!” And n aan 
te pe es the bless ing arelre God of Abraham, of Isaac, an & 

cob, rest upon this feeble mem« rial rais Biss faith ss! 
~ Wetrust it has bec 1 prep the fear of the Lord, and with 
- a single ey to His oe i, He accompany itwith? the 
ne tes of His Holy Spirit, and make it an humble 
nt of tae the precious interests of our | 
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When any’member is remoyed by donch: it it shall be the duty 
. of the association to pay as particular attention to. her chil- 
* dren, in furnishing them with religious hooks, bringing them 
~_ to the quarterly 1 meetings, as cireumstanges may ren ler Ata 
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_ The officers shall be a First and Second ME 4 Cilhes. ” 
ponding and Recording Secretary, Librarian, and’ Treasurer. 
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